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The UDC in 2006

= UDC Consortium <http://www.udcc.org/>
= The Hague, The Netherlands

= 4 executive members: inc. national standards organizations in
Russia, Spain, UK

editions also published in Brazil, Czech Republic, Finland, Hungary,
Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Portugal, Slovakia, Ukraine

used in national bibliographies of 30 countries (mainly E. Europe
and Francophone Africa), and >65 special, academic, national
libraries worldwide

maintains Master Reference File of 66,000 class numbers
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Factors influencing “success”

= structure

= social, cultural, political, economic, technological ...
= agency

* Dewey, Otlet ...

® negotiation
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Two complementary views ...
* ... of universal classification schemes
* as transnationalizing forces:
facilitating cross-national flows of information
= as transnationalized artefacts:
some outgrowing local contexts, others not
“ "EDGCATION .
UCLA INFORS¥6'II)II(%§ (S

Critical incidents

* Dewey’s innovation and Otlet’s appreciation
= the Brussels agreement

* the LC disagreement

* Fellows’ distrust

* Dewey’s loss of interest

* Custer’s modernization

= FID’s decline
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